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COMMUNITY NEWS
ʔEsdilagh First Nation Newsletter
What happened
in March?
• Community decision

on MoTI sealcoating
• Teleconference

meeting between C&C
and MoTI for West
Fraser Washout
• Discussion on

Gibraltar Mine &
potential economic
opportunities for
ʔEsdilagh
• All Nations Sobriety

Celebration
• Health and Wellness

Day—Williams Lake
• Emergency Meeting

on Covid-19
• Community Takes

Measures to cope with
Covid-19 Pandemic
• Chief Roy Stump’s

Birthday
• TNG Declares

National State of
Emergency due to
Covid-19
Follow ʔEsdilagh First
Nation on Facebook for
updates & events!

Community Decision on Road
Sealing
On Tuesday, March 3rd, Councilor Chad Stump
called an emergency meeting to decide whether to
allow the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure
(MoTI) to go ahead with sealing the roadways around
West Fraser and the ʔEsdilagh West Side. The
community agreed that if the Ministry could not
provide a guarantee that our gravel pit and people
would be used for the project, we would not approve it.
Q: Do you think it’s important that the province
guarantees that First Nations resources are
utilized in projects that happen in our territory?

“I’m not in support of this

All Nations Sobriety
sealcoating project without
Celebration
them using our resources ʔEsdilagh was invited
& people. We need money to the Seniors Center
in Quesnel on March
for our community. We
6th to recognize the
have to stand our ground”
members of our com-Chief Roy Stump
munity who have taken their lives back
and have been living
sober.
We celebrated the
members who attended with dinner, dance
and gifts alongside
members from Nazko,
Chief Roy Stump
Lhtako Dene and
Lhoosk’uz Dene.

ʔEsdilagh Members at the All Nations Sobriety Celebration on
March 6, 2020. Awarded a certificate and gift for their successful
years of sobriety. Welll done every body!

If you are a sober
member and would
like to be recognized
for your success,
please contact
Kiki Twan Fox at
kfox@esdilagh.ca

Chief & Council Talk West Fraser Wash Out
In a teleconference with the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure on March 31, Chief and
Council discussed how to approach the wash out
on West Fraser Road, leading to the West Side
community of ʔEsdilagh.

MoTI is looking to continue business as usual,
while Chief and Council are approaching the matter carefully, with a desire to discuss things more
internally.
Ongoing discussion will happen via teleconference every 2 weeks between the two parties, and
West Fraser Washout
updates will be provided to the community.

Williams Lake Health & Wellness Evening
On March 13th, we gathered
in Williams Lake at the Pioneer Complex for an evening
of drumming, food and conversation from our leaders in
Council and Health Team.
We discussed the Youth
Horse Program run by Quinton Palmantier and Sherry
Webster.

We discussed the Covid-19
Virus with ʔEsdilagh’s own
Nurse, Samantha Riczu.
It was a good evening of
community gathering over a
delicious meal and conversation. Thank you everyone
who came out, and we look
forward to seeing everyone
again soon!

Eddie Baptiste, Nels Alexander, John Stump
ʔEsdilagh Elders

Sharon Palmantier & Alice Billyboy

A very Happy Birthday to all you March babies!

And a special Happy Birthday to
Chief Roy Stump and Eddie Baptiste!
Best wishes in the next year of life, full of
health and happiness.
Thank you for being YOU!
A Message From Our Nurse
In this midst of the Covid-19 Pandemic, it is important to
remember a few key things while we adjust to this new,
temporary lifestyle.
Our nurse, Samantha Riczu has provided a few points to
keep in mind if you are planning on dropping off or gathering supplies for any one in your family, community or
household.
Perform Daily Self Screening:


Fever appears to be one of the early signs of Covid19. If you take Tylenol (acetaminophen) regularly,
this drug works to lower fevers. You may miss this early sign, so be careful!

Consider Yourself and Your Vehicle “Dirty”


Ensure you clean vehicle surfaces well between uses



When returning home, remove all clothing and place directly in the washing machine wash right away. Then shower, wash yourself and your hair.



Bleach wash is recommended and cheap. Use 1 part bleach to 9 parts water. Wipe
surfaces ensuring they can remain wet and allow them to air dry.

ʔESDILAGH & COVID-19

On March 11, 2020, this novel corona virus, known as Covid-19, was declared a
global pandemic by the World Health Organization.
It has affected our community just as it has affected many others around the world.
On March 17, ʔEsdilagh leaders, staff and community members gathered to discuss
how to best deal with the virus situation.
It was decided that care packages and supplies would be assembled for our nations
most vulnerable, Elders and families, as well as some basic foods to promote health
and wellness for our members during this difficult time.
Our first care packages went out on March 19, with basic cleaning supplies. On
March 23, care packages for our elders went out with basic foods and some toiletries. All members in community, Quesnel & Williams Lake received a bag of fresh,
organic produce on March 27&28. Vouchers for groceries and supplies are available for all members.

As of March 23, both the Quesnel Band Office and the Chief Frank Joe Health Center
were closed and all staff were told to work from home. This decision was in accordance to recommendations from health officials for social distancing and staying home
unless absolutely necessary.
On March 31, the Tsilhqot’in National Government declared a state of emergency for
the Tsilhqot’in Nation. This means that visitors are no longer allowed into the communities, and travel to and from must be limited to essential travel for supplies if necessary.
ʔEsdilagh Chief and Council are working and talking regularly on how to best meet
the needs of the community at this difficult time. It has been a focus to make sure
members have food and supplies as needed, and will continue to work towards this
throughout this pandemic.
For the safety of the community, all gatherings and events are cancelled for the time
being. It is important to keep our most vulnerable safe by keeping our distance and
following good hand hygiene and cough and sneeze etiquette.
For all of our members, now is a good time to focus on our medicines and traditions.
Be with family as much as you can in your own home, or call and video talk with
friends and family that are not in your household.
Pray, sing and drum. Make good food and keep your spirits high.
We are all in this together.
Gwetaghunt’I | Be Safe, Take Care

Our Community has Activated our Emergency
Operations Centre
Emergency Contact info if there is an emergency and you need to get ahold of
us please follow this list:

Emergency Manager Robert Cosma

250-991-6791

Finance Sherry Webster

250-983-2670

Health Director Thelma Stump

778-638-0178

Councilor Chad Stump

250-983-5738

Councilor Howard Johnny

250-983-9410

Councilor William Baptiste

250-255-5408

Chief Roy Stump

250-983-8348

Sherry Webster

Thelma Stump

Chad Stump
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